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I see no reason why Columhina giiseola Spix = Columbina passerina 
griseola (Spix), may not be properly taken as the type of Columhina, 
in accordance with rule d of Art. 30 of the Litemational Code respect- 
mg the equal availability of species and subspecies as t}q)es. In the 
latter case the basis is type by tautonymy, in the former type by 
subsequent designation, where a subspecies of the species that became 
type by subsequent designation was the originally included form. 
The A. O. U. Committee on Nomenclature, however, in considering 
the case of Columhina, thought that a principle was here involved 
which might affect other cases, and deemed it best to refer the matter 
to the Litemational Zoological Commission for decision — a step 
I heartily approve, and therefore respectfully offer the foregoing 
exposition as a brief on the chief points at issue. 



THE DESTRUCTION OF WHISTLING SWANS {OLOR 
COLUMBIANUS) AT NIAGARA FALLS. 

BY JA.MES H. FLEMING. 

Disasters that so often overtake migrating birds are seldom 
matters of newspaper interest, but in the present case the birds 
were so conspicuous and the circumstances so unusual that public 
interest was aroused by the account in the Buffalo papers of 
March 17, 190S, of a slaughter of wild swans that took place at 
Niagara Falls on the 15th. It was stated that 128 birds were taken 
out of a flock that had been swept over the Falls, and the names 
of several men who had made the largest bags were given. I was 
able to get confirmation of the story from ]Mr. J. S. Wallace who 
was in touch with friends at Niagara, and on receiving two swans 
and more details on the 19th, Mr. Wallace and I decided to go to 
Niagara Falls and get the story at first hand, and the following 
is as nearly a correct account as it was possible to get. 

On the morning of March 14, 1908, a flock of three or four 
hundred swans lit in the Upper Niagara River below Grand Island 
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and not far from the village of Chippawa, Ont. All day detached 
parties of swans were seen floating down the river with the current 
till danger of being swept into the Canadian rapids caused the birds 
to rise and fly back to their starting point. They were unable to 
obtain food, and the constant battling with the swift current no 
doubt weakened them. They were still in the upper river Sunday 
morning the 15th. It was a day of drizzling rain. About 11.30 
A. M. William Leblond, who lives at the ^Maid of the INIisC landing 
below the Horseshoe Falls, was on the ice bridge that then barred 
the river at that point. His attention being called by its cries to a 
swan struggling at the edge of the ice, he looked up the river towards 
the Falls. The water seemed covered with a struggling mass of 
swans that were rapidly being swept towards him. Some were 
caught in the Bass Rock eddy and detained near the Ontario Power 
Company's building, but the great majority were carried by the 
current directly to the ice bridge and either cast up, or ground 
against it, by the masses of floating ice that were continually coming 
over the Falls. Some of the birds were already dead, many were 
injured, and the rest stunned and unable to help themselves ; though 
how any could have remained alive after coming over the falls is 
difficult to understand; yet many of the birds were able to call 
loudly in their distress. News of the disaster quickly spread and 
men went out on the ice bridge clubbing all the swans that could be 
reached, while others fished the dead and dying birds out of the 
w^ater with poles, and the Italian laborers at the power works 
attended to all that came ashore at their point. On Monday any 
birds that could not be reached with clubs and poles were shot. 
Just how many of the flock came over the falls will never be known 
but after the disaster it was estimated that something under 200 
birds remained on the upper river; at least 100 birds were either 
slaughtered or picked up between the falls and the ice bridge; 
some were certainly sucked under the ice and caught in the fissures 
of the ice bridge, and only two were taken below that point. There 
seems little doubt that 100 is a safe estimate of the birds taken, and 
all are agreed that none escaped alive, though it afterwards became 
apparent that many of the birds would have recovered from the 
shock had they been left alone, though the town of Niagara Falls 
would thereby have missed a gastronomic experience much to its 
liking, for contrary to the usual belief these swans were good eating. 
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\V(‘ round on arriving at (ho l^'alls that Mr. Harry Sohnina(‘kc'r 
had arranj^vd lnt('rviows with .some ol‘ tho ])!’iiuij)al witnossos of 
(ho tragody, and wo woro able' to got a groat doal of infonnation 
from I\lr. Harry Williams and ]\lr. Lobltmdo. At tlio lattor’s 
|)lao(' wo saw 1^0 swans hanging ni masse, d'ho sight was not ono 
(aisily forgotten. Wo woro within a ft'W yards of the soono of (ho 
killing, it was late when wo roaohod the j)laoo, and at lirst the swans 
stood out as an indistinct patch (d‘ white in the snrronntling darkness, 
hnt when wo woro able to oxaniino the mass with the aid of lanterns 
W(' understood the extent of the tragedy that had taken plao(‘. 

On (ho ISth throi‘ more swans wore taken; ono of those was alive 
and was taken to the BnlValo Zoo by Mr. dames Savage, whore it 
fnlly recovered. Another, Mr. (.('blonde' told us, had taken refuge 
in S(nne inac'oessibk' ])laee lU'ar the ‘Cave of the Winds’ and was 
still alive on the 20(h. 

On the 22(1 (Sunday) 12 more' swans eanu' over the h'alls; six of 
these were taken at the Hass Hook eddy, and five at the ice bridge, 
wink' thrc'c were se'on to rise from the water lu'twe'on the Falls and 
ice bridge and //// hack over (he k'alls and on up the river. 

Mr. Wallace made several snbse(|uent visits to the k’alls and 
ek'an'd nj) some doubtful points; wc' were also able to eonij)are 
our notes with (hose s('enr('d by Mr. danu's Savage ^ of HnlValo. 
Swans come over the Falls oeeasionally, some were taken in 1900 
and 1907, but nothing like tlu^ })resent ease is remenib('red by any 
one. 

In all 1 saw thirty-six birds; of these 1 was able to secure thirty- 
thro(', rc'snlting in a nni(|ue seri('s of im'asim'inents, and adding to 
my collection all tlu' steiaia, and the skins (d‘ twenty-eight birds, 
wink' fiv(' were handed over to friends for mounting. A careful 
('xaniination of the swans showed that several had broken wings, 
otlu'rs had the elaviek's dislocated, and in oia' or two the sternum 
was crnslu'd, otlu'rs had the kings (‘ongested, but it was not possible 
to examine tlu' birds as thoroughly as 1 would have wished. A 
good many of tlu' birds showed signs of injury exc'ept wlu're 
tlu'v had been hit with clubs, or shot, and I am c'ortain that had 
tlu'v lu'cn allowed tinu' to recover from the shook tlu'v would liave 



• SiH' UiiHolin of tlu' UulTsilo SoctiMy of Nalura! ScitMua's. IX. lOOS, p|*. -;^-2S, fov 
n full iM’i'ounl by Mr, Savairo of Ihis samo disasior. 



Vol. XX VI 
1 i)OS J 



Ci.AHK, T}ic Macaw of Doannica. 



309 



osfa|)(*(l. 1 I'oiind tlu' hinis with oiu* exception hit and in excellent 

condition, hnt was disappointed to find the stomachs empty; in 
only three eases I iomid slight ti’aees of ve^etahle matter. 'The 
birds had not l’(‘d since they strayed into the Xia<>*ara Riven*, ddie 
weights varied from 11 lb. looz. to IS lb. 10 oz. ; a 1‘onrth W(‘re birds 
of li^ss than a year old, tlu* remainder were fully white, and some 
must be very old birds. Mr. V. A. Taverner seeureil drawino-s of 
all the variations in the beaks, ddie tealioiis work of makiii<^ up so 
many skins was sahdy ace-ompllshed by Mr. II. II. Mitchell and 
assistants. 



THE .MAC AW OF DOMIXKW. 

HV Al'STIX UOH.\UT ( LAUK, 

Unifrd States' Ihnraa of Fisheries. 

SoMi<: time a^o I jmblislied ^ an aeeonnt of the Mae'aws which at 
one time inhabited the* E(‘s.ser Antilh'an Islands of Ciiiadeloiipe* and 
MartiniejiK*, and possibly Dominica, though I was nnabk* to fiml 
a definite record of their oeenmmei' in the last nanual. jMr. 
Walter Rothschild, who has recently pTd)lish(‘d a magnifieent 
work on the extinct l)irds of the world, was also miabh^ to states 
d(dinit('ly that a macaw had at any time l)cen a residemt of that 
island. 

Through the kindiu'ss of Mr. J. 11. Riley of the U. S. X^^arional 
Mii.seiim, who gave me the n'fenaiee to the work, I am now (‘iiabled 
to remove the (|uerv from my previous record of a macaw froin 
Dominica. In a book by Thomas Atwood, dated 179D, I find the 



1 T1h‘ h(>.ss(*r AnUllcan .Macaws; Aiik, Vol. XXII, No. 3. pp. 200-273, July, 1900. 

2 J'Ik' i History 1 of llic I Island of Dominica. | (’ontainin^^ I a ilcscriplion of its 
situation, extent, 1 climale, mountains, rivers, | natural productions ike. kv. to- 
pctlicr with 1 an account of the civil Kovc'inment , trad(*, laws | customs, and manners 
of tli(‘ liilTerent iidia- ! hitants of that Island, its ci>minesl I hy the I'reiich . and 
restoration to the Hritish dominions. | hy Thomas .\lwood. | liondon: j printed 
for .1. .lohnson, No. 72, Si. Paiirs Church-yard. 1 .MDCC'XCI. 

(\)1. II. W. I'ieldcn and Mr. (h U. Cory both mention this work, hut it was not acces- 
.sihle to me when 1 was working' on West Indian birds. 



